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expense incident to its revival. There could be no doubt
that Mrs. Jordan would think so too ; and her influence in
the theatre was, from a variety of causes, now become
very considerable.

Upon the difficulty sometimes to find in the treasury
the cash that had been taken at the door of the theatre
volumes might be published. Sometimes, in the absence of
everything like money, the mighty master himself would
try the witchcraft of his wit upon Lady Macbeth; bring
her in triumph along with him to the theatre, and pledge
all he had, his honour, that she should be paid if she
would but perform. Yes; I hold Sheridan to have been
the most irresistible of mortals.

Among the attempts to give something like novelty
to Mrs. Siddons, Thomson's Edward and Eleonora was
tried for a night en the 22nd October, 1796. But the
period for such imitations of the Greek stage was long
gone by 5 though the sacrifice of Alcestis really ennobled
the wife of Edward. Thomson began life as a true poet,
looking at nature with an adoration of her grand features,
and a fond affection for even the minutest parts of her
endless economy. He was all eye and ear; and out of the
library of Shakespeare and Spenser and Milton he had
collected a store of bold and nervous language, which
expressed much, and hinted more. It conveyed, with an
air of much originality, all that he saw, and how he saw it.
As he went forward in life he became connected with men
who had never seen a mountain, or, to speak without a
figure, critics founded upon French models. He, at their
suggestion, polished the rough seasons of his native
country, wrote interminable travels in blank verse, and
tragedies on the plan of Racine. But c nature will break
out,5 and our poet in his latest efforts evinced the possession
of the most enchanting simplicity. The first canto of The
Castle of Indolence showed how long he had lingered in the
c delightful land of Faery'; that he had perfectly learned
her Spenserian tongue, which he spoke with all the grace
and fluency of a native.

While Mrs. Siddons might be said thus to struggle to
keep up with her own the fame of English tragedy, the